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Black Belt. The problem of free negro labor now
appeared. During the year 1865 no general plan
for a labor system was formulated except by the
Freedmen's Bureau. That, however, was not a
success. There were all sorts of makeshifts, such as
cash wages, deferred wages, cooperation, even shar-
ing of expense and product, and contracts, either
oral or written.

The employers showed a disposition to treat the
negro family as a unit in making contracts for la-
bor, wages, food, clothes, and care.1 In general
these early arrangements were made to transform
slavery with its mutual duties and obligations into
a free labor system with wages and "privileges."
The "privileges " of slavery could not be destroyed;
in fact, they have never yet been destroyed in nu-
merous places. Curious demands were made by the
negroes: here, farm bells must not ring; there, over-
seers or managers must be done away with; in
some places plantation courts were to settle mat-
ters of work, rent, and conduct; elsewhere, agree-
ments were made that on Saturday the laborer

1J. D. B De Bow, the economist, testified before the Joint Com-
mittee on Reconstruction that, if the negro would work, free labor
would be better for the planters than slave labor. He called atten-
tion to the fact, however, that negro women showed a desire to avoid
field labor, and there is also evidence to show that they objected to
domestic service and other menial work.